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It all sounds a bit far fetched to me, but
when you consider his reasoning – that we
will simply have to become more green
and less greedy if the planet, and with it
our race, is to survive – it certainly makes
sense.
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And I suppose, given that as recently as
15 years ago mobile phones, without
which most of us could hardly now get
through the day, were considered the
epitome of cutting-edge technology, a
gadget that would allow us to conduct
business on the other side of the world
without leaving the comfort of our own
home or office does not really seem that outlandish – after all, isn’t that what a
telephone or video conferencing facility already does?
That’s the great thing about working in the design industry. You get to learn
about the very latest innovations, even before they happen, through interaction
with the very people who are responding to the consumer’s ever changing
needs.
Some of those people and companies are included in our sustainability feature
featuring organisations which are really taking the green message seriously and
coming up with manufacturing solutions to help reduce their carbon footprints.
And trade shows such as Interiors UAE, The Office Exhibition and The Hotel
Show, all featured in this issue, give us a chance to take a look at the latest
gadgets and goodies on offer and serve as a breeding ground for ideas
encouraging designers to come up with the next big thing.
Our region seems to have no shortage of consumers ready to enjoy the fruits
of your labours so keep up the good work.
On a more opulent note, I was blown away by the sneak peak we were given
at the interiors for the new Damac Tower in Beirut which will be the region’s
first Versace Home-branded residential offering.
It’s great that, with the problems Lebanon has long experienced, both
developer and fashion brand are willing to take a chance on this vibrant capital
city.
Beirut’s probably one of my very favourite places, wonder what the chances
are of me climbing the earnings ladder by 2013 to make a move into one of
these fab apartments a possibility...oh alright then, I guess I’ll just drool over
the pictures.

Liz O’Reilly
liz.oreilly@tradearabia.net
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